
Sewer Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Date:  March 14, 2012 

Time:  4:30 p.m. 

Place:  Council Chambers, Town Hall 

 

Members Present:  John Dobbins, Chair; Cheryl Lounsbury; Christopher Palmieri; Wayne 

Stanforth; and Garry Brumback 

  Ex-officio members present:  John DeGioia and James Grappone. 

Member absent:  Fred Rogers 

 

1. The meeting was called to Order by Chairman Dobbins at 4:30 p.m.   

 

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes of February 8, 2012 

 

A motion was made by Cheryl Lounsbury, seconded by Wayne Stanforth, and it 

was unanimously voted to accept the minutes as presented.  Motion passed 

unanimously.   

 

3. Old Business 

 

A.  Queen Street Pump Station Replacement 

 

Jim Grappone reported that Tighe & Bond will need approximately 30 

days to complete the pump station bid documents.  This is one of three 

projects that were given to Representative Zeke Zalaski in an effort to find 

possible funding sources.  It is a general fund project that is not currently 

funded in the Capital Budget. 

 

B. Old Borough Interceptor 

 

Mr. Grappone indicated that all easements have been secured with the 

property owners for the project.  He expects to get the bid out by the next 

meeting.  Members requested a schedule once the contract has been 

awarded, which is expected to be completed by the summer. 

 

C. WPCP Projects 

 

i. Facilities Plan Update 

 

Garry Brumback indicated that Tighe & Bond will be including a 

rate structure study in the Scope of Work.  Jim Grappone reported 

that due to dry weather conditions, the flow meters have not been 

installed.  A kickoff meeting with Tighe & Bond to discuss 

phosphorus removal technology is to happen soon. 
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ii. Plantsville Settling Tank 

 

Jim Grappone updated the members that he had received 90% 

drawings from Woodard & Curran and is currently waiting for 

completion of the bid specifications.  When these two documents 

are completed, the Town will advertise the work. 

 

iii. Phase IV update 

 

There is no available information to update the members.  Mr. 

Brumback stated that the Town is looking at options available. 

 

iv. Denit Plant Surge Update 

 

Jim Grappone informed the members that LaRosa Construction 

will be setting the tank structure tomorrow and flow to the new 

tank will be on line by the end of the week.  It is anticipated that 

the project will be substantially completed by April 1, 2012. 

 

v. Phosphorus Update 

 

Tighe & Bond provided useful information to the Town Manager 

for the three DEEP meetings that were held.  Members were very 

pleased with that.   Garry Brumback indicated that Cheshire has 

dropped out of the Town coalition, but Waterbury and Danbury 

were considering being part of the coalition.  Fourteen other towns 

may be impacted by this mandate.  The Council approved an 

appropriation not to exceed $8,000, which is Southington’s share 

of the participating four towns for having a lobbyist negotiate 

something that is more palatable to the coalition towns.  It is 

recommended a phased approach be pursued to get to 0.7 mg. per 

liter which is a significant reduction and would cost approximately 

$50,000.  This will allow technology to be developed in the future 

to get to better results.  A resident has come forward in an effort to 

assist the Town in preparing a public awareness program.  

Concerns were expressed by some of the members that before 

information was disseminated, Town staff should review it.  John 

Dobbins indicated that he had followed up on a reference of the 

lobbyist who successfully completed stream flow regulations with 

another town. 

 

4. Communications 

 

A. Public 
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i. Sandra Feld inquired about the Massachusetts lawsuit (Appeal) 

with U.S. EPA dealing with nutrient limits of phosphorus and 

nitrogen and the prospect of skyrocketing sewer rates for the Upper 

Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District.  Garry Brumback 

indicated that the lobbyist is fully aware of the results of the 

lawsuit.   

 

Art Cyr stated that correct information needs to be provided to 

residents and the impact phosphorus limits would have on rates.  

He indicated incorrect information is being posted on line. 

 

B. Members 

 

i. John Dobbins indicated that there was a Class 3 operator 

retirement at the Treatment Plant in February, and staff will be 

looking for a replacement in the near future.  He also indicated 

staff will be looking at regionalization of services as an alternative 

of cost saving measures.  There presently are other regional plants, 

i.e. Metropolitan District Commission and Mattabasset District, 

and it was stated that this item will be looked at in the facilities 

plan. 

 

5. New Business 

 

A. Sewer Budget 

 

 Staff answered various questions of the members concerning 

administration and plant expenditures, including historical limits for 

overtime.  The consensus of the members was to include the sewer 

operating budget in the Manager’s proposed 2012-2013 Budget.  

 

B. Methanol Purchases 

 

 This month, the monthly bid was awarded to Key Chemical in the amount 

of $1.44 per gallon. 

 

C. Grease Traps 

 

Restaurants are required to comply with fat, oil, and grease limits in 

accordance with DEEP requirements.  There are two options that operators 

could look into:  in-ground units and inline internal units.  The Health 

Department is inspecting these facilities for the Sewer Department.  

Consequently, they are finding that there are some restaurant operators 

that have chosen not to maintain and operate the inline grease traps.  The 

matter was discussed with the Town Attorney and presently there are fines 

which could be levied against violators.  A Motion was made by Chris 
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Palmieri and seconded by Garry Brumback to refer the matter to the 

Ordinance Review Committee to look into this matter.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

D. Sewer Project Requests  

 

The Town Manager received a request from property owner at #1551 

Flanders Street who is having septic system failures and was inquiring as 

far as when a sewer line may be extended to his area.  The existing sewer 

is quite a distance away from this property owner, and Garry Brumback 

suggested that he have a petition of area residents and submit it for 

consideration of the Town Council. 

 

 6.         Adjournment:  

 

A motion was made by Cheryl Lounsbury and seconded by Chris Palmieri to 

adjourn the meeting at 5:40 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

James A. Grappone, Recording Secretary, Sewer Committee 


